The reader commenced by giving a description, illustrated byphotographs, maps, and plans, of the kind of hospital accommodation at Nottingham, which was situate quite in the heart of the populous part of the borough. 
when in the centre of a town, did not allow of isolation being carried out in a sufficiently complete manner. Having been convinced of this by recent experience, he had strongly urged the Town Council of Nottingham to build a permanent hospital away from the central part of the town, and they were at that time proposing to go to Parliament for compulsory powers to enable them to obtain a suitable site in accordance with the recommendations of the Royal Commission.
After dwelling on the great difficulty in tracing cases in town populations, the reader proceeded to give a narrative of the early part of the epidemic, which arose from cases imported into different parts of the town from Loughborough, London, and Derby, and elsewhere, accounting for all the cases which came to his knowledge during the first two months. With one exception, each of these admitted of being so dealt with as to allow little room for the spread of the infection. The exception to which he referred occurred during the fifth week of the epidemic. The symptoms of variola confluens, which was contracted in London, were manifested five or six days after arrival in Nottingham, and during the first few days of illness it was known that fifteen persons had been in contact with the sick person. This case formed a centre of infection situate in a direction north-east of the hospital, and at a distance of more than half a mile. He then referred to certain other cases which came to his knowledge about the same time, and which proved to be prolific centres of infection. One of these was at a little barber's shop. The mother and wife of the barber were attacked with the disease severely, and must have been lying within a few feet of where the customers were shaved.
He had good authority, also, for saying that the barber himself suffered from a rash which was believed to be that of modified small-pox, his illness not being sufficient to prevent his pursuing his avocation. Another centre was at a tripe shop, where the person who nursed the patient also waited in the shop. A third, close by, was that of a man who refused to be removed to the hospital, and was afterwards found, with the crusts of small-pox upon him, conversing with people, for which offence he was prosecuted and fined. These three centres occurred within the quarter-mile radius of the hospital. 
